The Hope Fund:  Hope lives as we give

Each day, we are confronted by harsh realities throughout our world. While we proclaim resurrection life, many are battling despair. What would happen if we took a stand beside these suffering brothers and sisters, with the knowledge that when we reach out to our neighbors, we encounter the risen Christ?

The Baltimore-Washington Conference, of which our church is an important part, is taking such a stand with the creation of The Hope Fund. The Hope Fund conveys our passion for what is possible, offering a concrete response to the needs to rebuild, support and fortify hope in three places, which offer a great challenge of hope today:

• Rebuilding Mississippi Gulf Coast Churches

• Supporting the Global AIDS Fund

• Fortifying Zimbabwe partnership

The aftermath of Hurricane Katrina left the Mississippi annual conference with many church buildings completely destroyed. Gulfside Assembly, the historic black conference center, is in ruins. While UMCOR funds are helping people deal with the factors surrounding their loss, funds are needed to help rebuild churches in Mississippi. Hope Fund target: $200,000.

The problem of HIV/AIDS is at epidemic proportions. This fatal disease has infected millions of people, left millions more orphaned, and continues to spread. United Methodists have been active in engaging this crisis. The United Methodist Global AIDS Fund was established by the 2004 General Conference with a goal of raising $1 for every United Methodist in the United States. Funds will be used locally as well as worldwide to comfort the sick and bring healing and education to those within our reach. Hope Fund target: $200,000.

In Zimbabwe, a burgeoning spiritual vitality cannot mask the staggering economic hardships faced by people and churches. Bishop Eben Nhiwatiwa of the Zimbabwe Annual Conference indicates that there are 248 churches without buildings, 97 more which need land and buildings, 46 which need roofs, and 45 others which need some work to complete. He also states that “it is hard to note that 120 pastors in our area do not have parsonages out of 250 circuits.” Our covenant relationship with the Zimbabwe Annual Conference compels us to take a stand for hope on their behalf. Hope Fund target: $600,000.

Here are the Hope Fund facts:

Goal - To raise $1 million by annual conference 2008.

Circles of Giving:

• Bishop’s Circle - an average of $30 or more per church worshiper.

• Circle of Hope - an average of $20 per church worshiper.

• Circle of Caring - an average of $10 per church worshiper.

You are urged to be in prayer and discussion about how you and your congregation will respond to these needs through The Hope Fund.

When we give as we are led throughout our conference, we can surpass the $1 million goal. Disciples take stands for those who suffer. Together we can build a mighty bridge of hope that reaches to suffering persons throughout the world.

